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CALIFORNIA CODE ADOPTION 
Meeting Notes 

Assembly Occupancy Workgroup 
October 23, 2005 

Location: Anaheim Fire Department HQ 
 
 
 
ATTENDEES:  
 
Facilitator/ Co-chair: 
 
Ian MacDonald, Orange City Fire 
 
Group Members Present: 
 
Efren Abrego, DGS 
Mazen Dudar, LA Dept. of Pub. Works 
Sean Daugherty, Long Beach Fire 
Brett Petroff, OC Fire Authority 
Kris Head, Laguna Beach Fire 
Mike Larnard, Downey Building 
John Traw, Laguna Woods Building 
 
CDF/SFM Staff Present: 
 
None 
 

 
STAKEHOLDERS IN AUDIENCE: 
 
None 

 
DOCUMENT HANDOUTS: 
 
CBC/IBC Code Comparisons: 
 

CBC Section Topic Who Produced Work Product 
302.2.1 
303.2.2.1 
303.2.2.2 
303.3 
303.6 
303.7 
 
303.9 
303.10 
303.1.3 
302.1.1 

750 sf. issue 
Div. 2.1 
Div. 3 
Location on Property 
Shaft Enclosure 
AS and Standpipes 
 
Fire Alarms 
PA System 
Amusement 
Incidental Use Areas 

Brett Petroff 
Mazen Dudar 
Jim Martin 
Jim Martin 
John Traw 
Sean Daugherty, Kris Head and Janet 
Baylor 
Efren Abrego 
Efren Abrego 
Janet Baylor 
Janet Baylor 

  



 
AGENDA: 

1. Cultivation of membership in A Occupancy Workgroup  
2. Meeting dates and locations 
3. Discuss results of research assignments from Oct. 7 meeting 

 
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS: 
 

1. Chief Grijalva reaffirmed his commitment to a high level of stakeholder participation in 
the internal review process.  There are several ways to ensure that Chief Grijalva’s 
commitment will be reflected in the A Occupancy Workgroup 
a. Assign a workgroup member to work the phones to contact potential members 

i. Architects of Assembly Occupancies 
ii. Manufacturers of assembly-related items (panic hardware, exit signage) 
iii. Consultants 

 
2. The finished work product of the A Occupancy Workgroup needs to be delivered to the 

Core Workgroup on January 1, 2006.  In order to meet that deadline, we will plan on 
biweekly meetings until December 1st (or 15th if needed, but that date will be sketchy for 
the group). 
a. Dates – November 3rd and 17th; December 1st (and possibly 15th) 
b. Location – In accordance with the commitment to stakeholder participation, the 

meetings need to be held in both the north and south regions of the State.  
Members need to email Ian MacDonald at imacdonald@cityoforange.org to state 
their availability to meet should meetings be held in the north region of the State on 
November 17 and December 15, and also to suggest the locations of the meetings 
in the North.   

 
3. Code review assignment discussion 

a. CBC Section 302.1; IBC Section 1008.1.9.  The IBC allows Assembly Areas 
(assembly use, but less than 750 sf., therefore not meeting the definition of 
Assembly Occupancy) of standing space to have an occupancy load of 149 before 
requiring panic hardware.  Note: The 2004 IBC supplement includes language that 
requires panic hardware within an A occupancy with an occupant load of 50 versus 100 
specified in the 2003 edition.  This requirement, however, does not apply to assembly areas 
less than 750 sf.  The workgroup recommends that this section be addressed at the 
national level by changing “occupancy of Group A” to “assembly area, or occupancy 
of Group A”. 

 
b. CBC Section 302.5; IBC Section 302.1.1.1, Table 302.1.1. The IBC does not 

require immediate State amendment; however, it does need to be addressed at the 
national ICC Convention during the next code cycle (“addressed at national level”).  
This Table allows for substitution of fire sprinklers for fire barriers.  Footnote (a) 
specifies that automatic fire-extinguishing systems used as a substitution for fire-
rated construction to separate incidental use areas need only be provided in the 
incidental use room or area.  This partial-sprinkler exception needs to be eliminated 
for the following reasons: 

i. NFPA 13 does not recognize partially sprinklered buildings 
ii. The systems are not hydraulically proven that they will work in a fire. 
iii. Shutoff valves are not required to be supervised and are often turned off. 
iv. The system is not required to be monitored and could cause serious water 

damage after hours if undetected. 
v. There are no specific maintenance requirements to ensure that the partial 

systems will work years from now. 
vi. Firefighters are unaware of the location of these systems. 
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vii. Installing fire barriers would probably be more economical than installing 
partial fire extinguishing systems if weighed against addressing all of the 
above-listed concerns. 

 
c. CBC Section 303.2.2.1; IBC Sec. 602.1, Table 601.  The IBC allows unprotected 

roof construction, including supporting beams and joists, in concealed spaces of 
assembly occupancies (among others) where every part of the roof construction is 
at least 20 feet above the floor level.  This exception is not permitted in the CBC, 
and should be modified at the national level to allow unprotected construction in 
Types 2A and 3A where the framing system is open to the assembly area and does 
not contain concealed spaces. 

 
d. IBC Section 903.2.1.3 Exception.  The IBC allows Group A, Division 3 

Occupancies to omit fire sprinklers where areas are used exclusively as participant 
sports areas, in which the main floor area is located at the same level as the level of 
exit discharge of the main entrance and exit.  This exception poses two problems: 

 
i. The nonsprinklered portion of the building  will likely have to be retrofitted 

when the assembly use of the building is discontinued, and another use is 
undertaken.  

ii. Fires that start on the fringe of the non-sprinklered portion of the building 
can still spread across the ceiling if not controlled by the one head.  This 
possibility would be increased in arson fires using accelerants.  

 
  The exception should be removed at the national level. 
 

e. CBC Section 1005.3.3.5; IBC Sections 402.4.6 and 1019.1.1.  The IBC allows 
service areas fronting on exit passageways to open directly into the exit 
passageway provided that the exit passageway is separated form such rooms with 
1-hour fire-resistance-rated walls and 1-hour opening protectives.  This exception 
includes vertical shafts housing service elevators.  The CBC currently has a higher 
level of safety for exit passageways that should be carried over in the adoption 
process.  Section 402.4.6 should be eliminated on the national level. 

 
 
ACTION ITEMS (FOLLOW UP) AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 

1. Edward Tolentino – Complete review and analysis of CBC Section 303.2.2 (Roof, 
framing, stages, etc.) 

 
2. Mike Larnard – Complete review and analysis of CBC Section 303.8 (special hazards) 

 
3. All members – Review and comment on minutes. 

 
4. North members – Email Ian MacDonald at imacdonald@cityoforange.org to state 

availability to meet should meetings be held in the north region of the State on 
November 17 and December 15, and also to suggest the locations of the meetings in 
the North.   

 
5. Ian MacDonald – Research and form recommendation for the group regarding meeting 

locations. 
 

6. Ian MacDonald – Develop agenda for next meeting, including areas of code affecting 
Assembly Occupancies neither reviewed nor analyzed. 

 
NEXT MEETING:  November 3rd, 9am-3pm 
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   Location in Southern CA TBD.  The location will be emailed to the 
workgroup members once the location is determined, and will be 
posted on the SFM site for all others to view. 


